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News in brief

Wine tastingsin
aid of the hospice

STLEONARDS
Rotariansraised aglassin
aid of St Michael'sHospice
attheir annual wine tast-
ingevening.

Ted Bacon, of the Essential
Wine School, hosted the
event with emphasison
learning and fun. He said:
“Itis always a pleasure to
host such an event for such
agood cause and look for-
ward to the next occasion.”

St Leonards Rotary Club’s annual
wine tasting evening

Role of women in religion

A FREE screening of a documentary series telling the
story of women in religion will be held in two parts at the
Friends Meeting House, in South Terrace.

Divine Women, three hour-long BBC Two/Open University

programmes written and presented by historian Bettany .

Hughes, will be shown on March 14 and 21 at 7.30pm.

VOLUNTEERS RAISE MORE than £1.000

e

Help for rescued dogs

K9 RESCUE Remedy volunteers collected £1,008 from a
tombola and bag-pack at Sainsbury’s, St Leonards, on Sat-
urday. The charity raises funds for fostering and training
locally rescued dogs until permanent homes are found.

NEWS

Climate change

Conference marked completion of Future Cities

Climate change event
attracts EU delegates

BY RICHRARD GLADSTONE
richard.gladstone@jpress.co.uk
@HastingsObs

HASTINGS hosted delegates
fromacross Europeatacon-
ference tomark the comple-
tion of aprojectdesignedto
combat climate change.

Future Cities, funded by the
European Union, wassetupto
seehow citiesand towns could
adapt to climate change and
reduce its severity.

The scheme funded dem-
onstration projects in envi-
ronmental sustainability and
last week’s event included
presentations of the results.

The Future Cities pro-
gramme has been led by the

German water board Lippe-

verband. Other partnerscame
from the Netherlands, West
Flanders in Belgium, Germa-
ny, Rouen in France as well as
Hastings. i

The conference itself was
held at the Sussex Exchange,
anew sustainable conference
centre part-funded by the EU
programme, with the Jerwood
Galleryhosting thereception.

Conference attendees in-
cluded planners, engineers
urban designers, developers
and climate change experts,
as well as key speakers from
across northern Europe.

ClIr Jeremy Birch, leader
of Hastings Borough Council,
was one of those who spoke
at the event. He said: “It was

Council leader Jeremy Birch and Mayor Alan Roberts meeting conference delegates at the Jerwood Gallery

“Itwas particularly
timely, as this week
is Climate Change
Week”

CIIr.Im:lyBirch,

good to see so many enthusi-
asticdelegates-more than130
-from acrossnorthern Europe
here, enjoying the conference,
and enjoying Hastings.

“Itwas particularly timely,
asthisweekis Climate Change
Week. We have already direct-
ly benefitted from the Future
Cities project, including the
refurbishment of a property
in Cambridge Gardens into
four environmentally friend-
lyflats, and the building of the
Sussex Exchange.

“But thiswasjust thestart,
and Ilook forward to future
jointwork with our European
partnerstoensurethatweare

"ready and ableto dealwith the

climate change challenge.”
Katharine Knox, of the
Rowntree Foundation, said:
“We are particularlyinterest-
ed in the human side of the
climate change story, mak-
ing sure that people, some of
whomare very vulnerable, are
considered, aswell asthebuilt
environment.”



